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To  the  Taunton  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Health  of  the  District  during  the  Year  1908. 

The  two  chief  events  during  the  year  were  the  completion 
of  the  Bishop’s  Hull  Sewage  Works,  and  the  steps  which  have 
been  taken  to  provide  Stoke  St.  Gregory  with  a  supply  of  pure 
water,  which  I  will  refer  to  further  on  in  my  Report. 

I.  Mortality  during  1908. 

The  total  Deaths  in  the  District  were  272,  or  at  the  rate  of 
15*1  per  1,000. 

This  represents  the  gross  number  of  Deaths.  To  arrive  at 
the  true  number,  non-residents  dying  in  Public  Institutions 
must  be  deducted.  There  were  54  in  Cotford  Asylum,  and 
2  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  reduces  the  number  to  216. 

But  to  this  must  be  added  residents  dying  without  the 
District,  viz.  :  18  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  and 
12  in  the  Union  Workhouse. 

This  makes  the  net  Deaths  246,  or  at  the  rate  of  14*2 
per  1,000. 
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(a)  Localities. 

The  Deaths  in  the  various  localities  were  as  follows  : — 


1.  Pitminster  Registration  District 

2.  North  Curry  ,,  ,, 

3.  Taunton  (Without)  ,, 

4.  Bishops  Lydeard  ,,  ,, 

5.  Cotford  Asylum 

6.  Isolation  Hospital 


52  deaths. 
82 

27 

55 

54  M 


Total  ...  272  ,, 

(h)  Sexes. 

Of  the  272  Deaths,  119  were  Males,  and  153  Females. 


(c)  Ages  at  Death. 

various  Ages  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  i  year 

20 

I  to  5  years 

6 

5  to  15  ..  . 

...  8 

15  to  25  „  . 

II 

25  to  65  ,,  . 

...  lOI 

65  and  upwards 

...  126 

Total 

272 

(d)  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  Public  Institutions  in  the  District,  Cotford  Asylum 
and  the  Isolation  Hospital,  accounted  for  54  Deaths;  the 
Patients  coming  from  the  following  Districts  ; — 

Cotford  Asylum. 

Taunton  Rural  Sanitary  District  ...  ...  4 

„  Urban  „  „  .  5 

Outside  Districts  .  .  ...  ...  ...  45 


Total  ...  54 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Taunton  Rural  Sanitary  District  ...  ...  o 

,,  Urban  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  o 

Outside  Districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 


•  •  • 
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The  2  Patients  dying  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  were  from 
the  Chard  and  Langport  Rural  Sanitary  Districts  respectively. 

II.  Causes  of  Death. 

(a)  Zymotic  Diseases. 

From  the  7  Zymotic  Diseases  (Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough,  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea), 
there  were  only  5  Deaths,  viz.  : 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  ...  ...  ...  i 

Whooping-cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


Total  ...  5 

This  gives  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  '2  per  1,000. 

Two  of  these  cases  should  really  not  be  included  (the 
Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria)  as  they  were  sent 
from  outside  Districts. 


(b)  Deaths  from  other  Causes. 
The  other  chief  causes  of  Death  were : — 


Heart  Disease 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Phthisis 
Cancer 
Influenza  ... 
Enteritis  ... 
Premature  Births 
Accidents 


28 

18 

17 

31 

17 

10 

2 

3 

4 


III.  Births  during  1908. 

The  Births  in  igo8  were  322,  or  at  the  rate  of  18*6  per  1,000. 

This  is  below  the  average  of  the  former  ten  years,  when  it 
was  22*4  per  1,000. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


The  Infantile  Mortality,  or  Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  Births,  was  62*0. 

The  decennial  average  was  90*9. 
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Births  in  the  various  Districts  were 

as  follows 

I.  Pitminster  District 

...  69 

2.  North  Curry  ,, 

...  119 

3.  Taunton  (Without)  District  ... 

...  47 

4.  Bishops  Lydeard  ,, 

...  87 

Total 

322 

IV.  Sickness  in  1908. 

I  received  only  41  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
during  the  year,  as  against  52  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  Diseases  notified  were  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

,  .  . 

.  .  . 

...  17 

cases 

. 

Diphtheria 

.  . 

4 

Enteric  Fever 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

2 

5  ? 

Erysipelas  ... 

18 

?  ^ 

Total 

41 

These  occurred  in  the  following  Districts  : — 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysipelas.  Total. 

I.  Pitminster 

5 

0 

0 

I 

6 

2.  North  Curry 

I 

I 

I 

0 

3 

3.  Taunton  (Without) 

5 

0 

0 

3 

8 

4.  Bishops  Lydeard 

6 

3 

I 

14 

24 

Totals 

17 

4 

2 

18 

41 

Of  these,  18  were 

removed  to 

the  Isolation 

Hospital, 

4  of  Diphtheria,  and  14  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  were  chiefly  in 
the  Parishes  of  Combe  Florey  and  Bishops  Lydeard. 

The  majority  of  the  Erysipelas  cases  were  in  Cotford 
Asylum. 

(c)  Water  Supply. 

I  analysed  37  samples  of  well  water  during  the  year,  and  26 
were  polluted  with  sewage  and  unfit  for  dietetic  use. 

The  supply  of  a  good  water  to  the  Parish  of  Stoke  St. 
Gregory  has  been  the  most  important  event  of  the  year.  In 
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May  a  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  was  held,  when  the 
arguments  pro  and  con  were  advanced  and  laid  before  the 
Inspector. 

loan  of  £d>,ooo  was  asked  for,  and  in  due  course  of  time 
the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  given. 

A  strong  opposition  to  the  original  scheme,  viz.  :  the  pro¬ 
longation  of  the  Main  from  Hatch  Beauchamp,  bringing  the 
Staple  water  to  a  reservoir  at  Burrow  Post,  was  objected  to 
on  the  grounds  of  expense,  and  the  fact  that  the  lease  of  the 
water  would  terminate  in  30  years.  But  it  may  be  renewed  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time. 

Moreover,  the  quality  of  the  Staple  water  is  well  known, 
being  pure  and  soft. 

The  objectors  maintain  however,  that  by  boring,  a  plenti¬ 
ful  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained  on  the  spot  at  a  less  cost, 
and  be  the  property  of  the  Parish. 

So  matters  now  stand.  It  is  fortunate  to  find  that  all  are 
agreed  on  the  necessity  of  a  pure  supply  of  water,  and  that  it 
is  only  on  the  methods  of  obtaining  this  that  there  is  any 
difference  of  opinion. 

(d)  Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  Bishop’s  Hull  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  this  year,  and  have  been  working  for  some  months. 

The  Drainage  of  Trull  is  not  satisfactory,  and  requires 
more  attention  than  it  has  received  during  the  past  year. 

(e)  Nuisances. 

Your  Inspector  (Mr  James)  tells  me  that  he  has  made 
1,230  Inspections.  The  number  of  houses  and  premises  that 
have  been  cleansed,  repaired,  &c.,  was  244. 

Manure,  &c.,  required  removal  in  23  cases,  and  5  Animals 
were  found  to  be  improperly  kept. 

Six  cases  of  overcrowding  came  under  observation,  and  3 
houses  were  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Streams  were  found  to  be  polluted  in  13  cases. 

These  and  other  matters  will  be  found  dealt  with  in  the 
Inspector’s  Report  which  accompanies  this. 

( f)  Elementary  Schools. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Inspection  of  the  Children  in 
the  Elementary  Schools  has  come  into  force.  These,  in  this 
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District,  are  all  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council,  through  its 
Education  Committee  and  Officers. 

Circular  576  says — “  That  the  work  of  Medical  Inspection 
should  be  carried  out  in  intimate  conjunction  with  the  Public 
Health  Authorities,  and  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.” 

This  applies  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
which  in  this  County  does  not  exist. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  working  of  the  scheme,  having 
received  no  communication  whatever  from  the  School  Medical 
Officer  of  the  County. 

Therefore,  I  suppose,  as  far  as  your  Council  is  concerned, 
we  must  be  content  to  remain  in  ignorance. 

(g)  Slaughter  Houses. 

These,  33  in  number,  are  frequently  inspected  so  as  to 
ensure  their  being  kept  in  a  proper  Sanitary  condition. 

(h)  Dairies  ard  Cowsheds. 

These  have  been  now  registered.  They  are  78  in  number, 
and  owing  to  frequent  inspection,  their  condition  is  much 
improved. 

(i)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

71  Inspections  were  made  of  the  Workshops  and  Work¬ 
places  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  Bakehouses,  Workshops,  and  Work-places 
are  the  same  as  last  year,  viz. :  22,  27,  and  2  respectively. 

There  are  230  Outworkers  in  the  District.  In  81  cases 
the  premises  were  inspected,  and  notice  was  served  in  one 
instance. 

The  various  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  accompany  this  Report,  and  also  the  Report  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  James. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(H)  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  the  District  of  Taunton  (Without),  provided  by  Taunton  Urban  and  Rural  Councils. 

(W)  The  Workhouse  is  in  the  Taunton  Urban  District, 
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a  a  a 

»  a  a 

Measles 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

<  .  « 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

.  a  a 

a  a  a 

Scarlet  fever 

I 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

I 

a  a 

I 

a  a  a 

I 

Whooping-cough . 

Diphtheria  and 

2 

2 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

membranous  croup  ... 

I 

... 

I 

.  .  . 

.  a  a 

I 

a  a  a 

I 

Croup 

•••  ••• 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

... 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Typhus  ... 

... 

.  .  • 

... 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a.  a 

a  a  a 

Fever  - 

Enteric  ... 

•  •  • 

.  «  • 

... 

•  .  • 

.  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Other  continued 

•  •  • 

•  «  « 

... 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Epidemic  influenza 

10 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

3 

7 

I 

5 

I 

3 

3 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

.  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Plague 

.  .  «  •  •  •  •  •  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Diarrhoea  ... 

1 

I 

... 

.  •  • 

I 

a  a  a 

«  .  . 

a  a  a 

Enteritis 

2 

I 

I 

a  •  * 

I 

I 

•  «  • 

a  a  a 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

•  .  . 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

.  .  . 

a  a  a 

Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis  (pulmonary 

3 

•  -  • 

•  • 

... 

2 

I 

a  a  a 

... 

3 

2 

tuberculosis)  ... 

31 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

I 

12 

18 

a  .  a 

3 

9 

4 

15 

12 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

4 

.  •  « 

I 

2 

... 

I 

.  *  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

I 

3 

.  a  a 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

jy 

... 

.  •  • 

... 

5 

12 

6 

4 

I 

6 

I 

Bronchitis  ... 

17 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  a 

3 

14 

4 

4 

2 

7 

4 

Pneumonia 

18 

.  .  • 

2 

I 

8 

7 

I 

6 

I 

10 

9 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 

2 

... 

... 

... 

I 

I 

... 

... 

I 

I 

... 

respiratory  organs  ... 
Alcoholism  ) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

'  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  [ 

•  •  • 

... 

.  •  • 

*  •  • 

«  •  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Venereal  diseases ... 

... 

... 

.  a  a 

... 

a  a  a 

.  a  a 

a  a  a 

Premature  birth  ... 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 

3 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

I 

... 

parturition 

. . . 

•  •  • 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

.  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  .  a 

a  a  a 

Heart  diseases 

28 

,  « 

. .  • 

•  .  • 

9 

19 

7 

9 

3 

9 

I 

Accidents  ... 

4 

... 

... 

2 

2 

.  a  a 

2 

... 

2 

Suicides 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  a 

a  •  a 

... 

... 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

All  other  causes  ... 

128 

13 

I 

2 

... 

49 

66 

26 

42 

12 

48 

22 

All  causes'  ... 

272 

20 

6 

8 

14 

1  lOI 

126 

52 

82 

29 

log 

TABLE  V.  TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1908, 

FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  TAUNTON, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 , 

m  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  &  Homework. 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

OF  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 
Workshops 

71 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 
Workplaces 

2 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report.) 

•  Total . 

73 

... 

... 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 


(I) 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 
Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 
Other  nuisances 

/insufficient 


Sanitary 

accommo¬ 

dation 


unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

the  Factory  and 


Offences  under 
Workshop  Act: 

Illegal  occupation  of  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  (s.  loi)... 
Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bakehouses 
fss.  97  to  loo). 

Other  offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this 
Report.) 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found. 

(2) 


Remedied. 

(3) 


Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 
(4) 


Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 


Total 


'll-  •• 


TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(i) 

Number. 

(2) 

Important  classes  of  workshops, 
such  as  workshop  bakehouses,  - 

may  be  enumerated  here. 

/Bakehouses  ... 

Workshops  ... 

Work-places...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  . 

22 

27 

2 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

51 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

_ (i) _ 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s.  133) . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  loi) 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 


'  Notified  by  H.M. 
Inspector  ... 
Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to  H.M. 
(  Inspector ... 


Number. 

(2) 


February  4th,  1909. 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  Year  1908  (S.  f.  fames,  Certified  Inspector ). 


Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  OfiScer  ...  ...  ..  35 

,,  Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises,  &c.  ...  1230 

1 

( 

Results  of  Inspection. 

Notices  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses,  ] 

Premises,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  j 

Houses,  Premises,  &c..  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Lime-  ) 
washed,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character  23 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test  ...  ...  ...  48 

Pollution  of  Stream  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Drains 

(House). 

i 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 

Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  &c. 

85 

rt  I" 

Repaired  ... 

Supplied  with  Water 

127 

•Scj 

New  Provided 

Dust  j 
Bins. 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

... 

Samples  of  Water  taken 

... 

37 

Cu 

P 

C/5 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

... 

u 

(D 

Houses  Supplied  with  Water 

... 

10 

> 

Wells  Unfit  for  Use,  Impure 

... 

26 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

... 

Dust  Removal,  Number  of  Communications  received) 
and  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  ) 

cn 

P 

0 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ...  ...  / 

23 

0 

C 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

... 

5 

'TU' 

<U 

0 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  22 

Ci 

CD 

Licensed  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  I 

>% 

78 

"u 

P 

Dairies  and^Milkshops,  &c.  ...  ...  ) 

P 

bjD 

0) 

at: 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  33 

Houses  Newly  Built 


Overcrowding:.  6. 


Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation,  3. 
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